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SYNOPSIS 

WHAT THE BOOK 
OFFERS 

POSSIBLE SKILLS 
EMPHASIS 

Max and Toby, the two dogs in Dogs at School and No Dogs Allowed, 

go to a ball game. 

■ Fiction fantasy recount 

■ Third person 

■ Past tense 

■ Specialized vocabulary 

■ Environmental print, sign: BALL GAME TODAY 

■ Assumes knowledge of baseball 

■ Link with No Dogs Allowed and Dogs at School with same characters 
and at this level 

■ Diagram of baseball field on inside back cover 

■ Working for accuracy and fluency 

■ Understanding how punctuation aids fluency and expression 

■ Identifying letter patterns and clusters to aid decoding of unfamiliar 

vocabulary 
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Dogs Love to Play Ball (continued) 

 

INTRODUCING 
THE BOOK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOCUS OF 
INSTRUCTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOLLOWING THE 
READING 

■ If the students are already familiar with No Dogs Allowed and/or Dogs at 
School, make reference to the same characters. Discuss the dogs’ 
mischievous nature and whether or not the students expect similar antics 
in this book. 

■ If the group has not read the other Max and Toby books, discuss the dogs’ 
expressions in the cover illustration and what this leads the students to 
expect from the story. Identify the type of ball and discuss two dogs let 
loose on a baseball field. This will enable you to gain some idea of their 
familiarity with the game and provide opportunity for some discussion and 
vocabulary work as well as predict other likely characters. 

■ Depending on the students’ familiarity with baseball, the pace of the 
reading may be influenced by the amount of topicspecific vocabulary. 
Confirming predictions should be encouraged. Remind students to use 
alternative strategies for crosschecking or self-correcting. For example: 

What part of the word (in “visiting”) helped you work out what it was? What 
is the home/root word and what was added to make the new word? How else 
could you check that you were right? 

Which pair of letters/three letters do you see in this word (batter) that will 
help you solve the word? Read to the end of the sentence. Does a batter stand 
at the plate? Is there any other way you could check you were right? (Write 
“butter” on the chart with “batter” underneath and draw the students’ 
attention to the change of vowel.) 

■ Discuss strategies that students found effective for decoding some of the 

unfamiliar vocabulary 
Max and Toby seem to get up to mischief wherever they go. What mischief 
could they get up to at a soccer game? 

Or 

Write a short piece that might have been in the newspaper telling about the 
dogs at the baseball game. 

■ See suggestions regarding anthropomorphic texts in the Book Notes for 

Dogs at School. 
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Dogs Love to Play Ball (continued) 

 

Additional Comprehension Prompts 

For Oral or Written Use Before, During, and After Reading 

FINISH THIS 

THOUGHT 

The title of this book is perfect for this story because . . . 

I don’t think a dog could really do what Max did at a baseball 

game because . . . 

USE YOUR 

MEMORY 

What is the setting for this book? How do you know? 

What did the umpire shout when they slid into home plate? 

Then what did he say? What else did he say? If you aren’t sure, 

reread pages 14 and 15.  

Why are there quotation marks (“  ”) on both of those pages?  

WHAT’S YOUR 

OPINION? 

Why do you think Max caught the ball? 

Why do you think Toby followed Max? 

Do you think the umpire should count that hit as a homerun or 

as an out? Why do you think that? How do you think the 

Visitor team will feel if the umpire calls it as a homerun? Why? 

BE CREATIVE Study the baseball field diagram on the inside back cover.  

Copy the diagram and label the parts of the field just as you 

see them in the diagram. 

Now pretend that a Martian came down to earth and heard 

about a game called, Baseball. The Martian didn’t know 

ANYTHING about the game. Your job is to write down all the 

things you would tell the Martian about the game of baseball 

so that when he traveled back to Mars, he could teach other 

Martians how to play. Play ball! 

VOCABULARY 

AGENT 

Go through the book, page by page, and find all the words that 

have something to do with baseball. Make a list of baseball 

words and the page number you found each one on. For 

example, Ball Game (page 3). 

 

Book Note by Margaret E. Mooney 

Additional Comprehension Prompts by Dr. Connie Hebert 
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