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Gargoyles on Guard
Author  Amy Allison
[llustrator Erin McGonigle Brammer

16 pages m 169 words
Fountas and Pinnell Level K
Intervention Level 23
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SYNOPSIS Descriptions of gargoyles and their uses on buildings.
WHAT THE BOOK m Nonfiction expository text, descriptive with little action
OFFERS m Third person

m Tense changes back and forth between present and past

m Historical content

m Alliteration

m Complex sentence structures

m Probably some unfamiliar vocabulary

m Some definitions included in text

m Content probably unfamiliar

m Extra information on inside back cover

m Pronunciation guide

m Use of comma separating identical words repeated for emphasis

POSSIBLE SKILLS m Integrating cues to decode and comprehend unfamiliar vocabulary

EMPHASIS m Coping with tense changes
m Adjusting reading pace to cope with unfamiliar content and
structures while maintaining fluency

m Using punctuation to aid fluency and comprehension
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Gargoyles on Guard (continued)

INTRODUCING
THE BOOK

FOCUS OF
INSTRUCTION

FOLLOWING THE
READING

It will be important for the students to have some understanding of
gargoyles before beginning to read the book, so spend time introducing the
book and the concept.

The title contains a word that may be unfamiliar in both what it says and
what it means. First of all, let’s decode it. How many syllables does it have?
Join those. How can we check that we have decoded it correctly? (Refer to
the pronunciation guide on the inside front cover.) Now let’s use the cover
illustrations to work out the probable meaning for “gargoyles” in this book.
What dominates the illustrations? Where do you think they are? Are they
something added to buildings today? Where could we check our predictions?
Where might the author or publisher give us extra information?

Now let’s think about why the author included “on guard” in the title. How
does that fit with what we now know about gargoyles? What kind of feeling
do gargoyles add to a building?

For some of us, this topic will be unfamiliar. How will that influence the way
we read the book?

Page 3: What does this page tell you about the author’s writing style?

What does this page tell you about the kind of information you might gather
as you read on?

Page 4: What word could the author have used instead of “demons”?

Page 7: What do you notice about the words on either side of the second
comma on this page? What do you think this comma says to you as the
reader?

Page 11: What are some of the implications of this page?

Page 15: Look at the author’s choice of words here. What does this page link
back to?

Can you find an illustration in the book that matches each of the verbs on
page 157?

How did the author’s style and the content influence the way you read this?

What did you learn from the author that you might find helpful in your
writing?

What new words did you learn as you read the book? Which of those might
you use? How will you remember them?
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Gargoyles on Guard (continued)

Additional Comprehension Prompts
For Oral or Written Use Before, During, and After Reading

FINISH THIS The drawings of the gargoyles on the front cover are . . .

THOUGHT I never knew that gargoyles could . . .

USE YOUR How did gargoyles guard people inside the churches?

MEMORY How did gargoyles keep building walls from crumbling and
crashing?

What are gargoyles? Where can you find the answer to this
question in the book?

WHAT’S YOUR Why do you think people liked to have gargoyles on their
OPINION? churches and buildings?

How would you feel if you were under a gargoyle while it was
raining? Why?

BE CREATIVE Draw 3 big gargoyles. Remember what gargoyles are used for
as you draw them. If you forgot, reread the book.

Give each gargoyle a name and write a short story about your 3
gargoyles coming to life one day! Where would your gargoyles
run to? What trouble would they get into? Who would see them?
How would they get back to the building they belong on?
VOCABULARY Look up the words below in a dictionary or a thesaurus. If you
AGENT use the dictionary, write the definition of each. If you use the
thesaurus, write 2 others words that are just like that word.
*perch

*crouch

*frighten

*tricks

*dangerous

*erode

*crumble

*tumble

*gush

*grimace

*glare

Book Note by Margaret E. Mooney
Additional Comprehension Prompts by Dr. Connie Hebert
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