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SYNOPSIS 

WHAT THE BOOK 
OFFERS 

 
POSSIBLE SKILLS 
EMPHASIS 

INTRODUCING 
THE BOOK 

An Athabaskan Indian folktale explaining how and why the red fox became 
red. 
 
■  Retelling of a traditional folktale in third person and past tense 
■  The language and format of storytelling 
■  Details in description 
■  Explains “how” and “why” 
■  Direct speech – dialogue 
■  Expression of character emotions        
 
 
 
■  Understanding the structure and language of a folktale 
■  Understanding the role of story telling in different cultures 
■  Retelling a story with expression 
■  Humor writing 
        

 

 

 

The cover tells us that this story is a folktale from the Athabaskan 

Indians. People around the world tell folktales as a way of sharing and 

passing on their beliefs, traditions, and history.  

 

Some folktales are written to explain why things are the way they are in 

nature.   
Let’s look at the title and see what the author is going to explain.   
How do you think the fox became red?  Let’s see what the author tells us.    
 
 

© 2016 by Richard C. Owen Publishers, Inc./www.RCOwen.com 

 

 

20050 _BNotes(1)  10/1/03  1:58 PM  Page  35 



 

How Fox Became Red (continued) 

 

FOCUS OF 
INSTRUCTION 

 
 
FOLLOWING THE 
READING 

Students read pages 2 and 3. 
How does the author introduce the story? 
How does the author help us make predictions about the story? 
 
Students read to page 7. 
Why do you think the geese swam to the middle of the lake? 
How do you think the fox feels now? 
 
Students read page 8. 
What words did the author use to show the fox’s feelings? 
 
Students read page 11. 
What did the author mean by Fox was “ in such a rage?” 
 
Students read page 12. 
Explain in your own words why the fox turned from gray to red. 
 
 
 
ORAL DISCUSSION  
■  Discuss storytelling as a tradition in many cultures. 
■  Students then practice retelling the story, with expression to partners. 
 
WRITING POSSIBILITIES 
■  Students write their own stories about how an animal came to have the 
    characteristic it has today — such as: how the giraffe got its long neck, how  
    the cottontail rabbit came to have a white tail, how the chipmunk got its 
    stripes. 
■  Students may develop their own stories and record them on storyboards  
    using pictures. 
■  Students may write a Readers’ Theater script based on the story, then  
    perform it for an audience.      
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 How Fox Became Red (continued) 

 

Additional Comprehension Prompts 

For Oral or Written Use Before, During, and After Reading 

FINISH THIS 

THOUGHT 

People tell stories because . . . 

If the fox had caught the geese, he wouldn’t have . . . and then . 

. . 

USE YOUR 

MEMORY 

What did the fox say when he jumped toward the geese? Show 

where it tells you. 

Where does this story take place? How do you know? 

What was the problem in this story? Was there a solution? 

WHAT’S YOUR 

OPINION? 

Do you think the geese were smart? Why or why not? 

Why do you think people (and this fox) turn red when they are 

angry? 

Why do you think the authors are known as “Beauty and the 

Beast Storytellers?” Look on the inside back cover to learn 

more.  

BE CREATIVE Write a new story about the fox and how he turned red. Do not 

use geese in your story. Come up with something new and 

different that would be interesting. Then practice telling your 

story. 

Use the information in the Tips for Storytelling box on the 

inside back cover.  

When you are ready to tell your story about how you think Fox 

became red, find someone who wants to hear it and tell it.  

Make your story come alive with your voice. Storytelling is fun! 

VOCABULARY 

AGENT 

Find five words in this story that are tricky (a little hard) . . . 

Look them up in the dictionary or on Wikipedia and write the 

definition for each word. 

Circle the trickiest word on your list. 

 

Book Note by Margaret E. Mooney 

Additional Comprehension Prompts by Dr. Connie Hebert 
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